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Strengthening the Iro
Curtain |

Republican Senators who are
fighting the nomination of Charles :
Bohlen to be Ambassador to Russia |
are, however unwittingly, strength- |
ening Russia’s Iron Curtain,

There has not been a fime since
World War II when the United
States had more need of a compe-
tent ambassador to Russia and there
has been no time at which the
Kremlin was so anxious to screen
what is happening behind the Iron
Curtain from trained and observant
eyes.

There is no guestion in any quar-
ter about Mr, Bohlen’s character,
patriotism, ability, and experience.
In fact, all objections to him . Dboil
down to a single objection, that he
was connected with the Roosevelt
and Truman administrations. Since
those.: administrations, betwebn
them;, lasted for 20 years, the same
objection applies to every Amé CPYRGHT
can who has had any training.
experience in dlplomacy durmf dq@;
past 20 years. :

Those persons include Presidend
Eisenhower, Secretary Dulles and
numerous others, among them Wil-
liam Howard Taft II, son of the Sen-
ator, who served on a special mis=
sion to Ireland, where he will serve
as ambassador, and has had several
years experience in the

Qentral Ine |
telligence Agency, which is world-
oy

But, Republican extremists, who
fought. the Eisenhower nomination
last year, are so wedded to .their
own. campaign promises. that they
have thrown caution to the winds.
They appear equally unmindful of
the national interest and Republican
party unity. Senator Taft, as ma-
jority leader, is personally support- |
ing  the Bohlen nomination, but so
far has done nofhing to quell his
former cohorts. !

If the objections to Bohlen pre- !
vail they will not only delay send- }
ing an ambassador to Moscow at a i
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there, but they will also bar the
nammg of any other man quahfle‘




